
www.digitalglobe.com Corporate (U.S.) +1.303.684.4561 or +1.800.496.1225 | London +44.20.8899.6801 | Singapore +65.6389.4851

C A SE S T UDY

Product solution for:

Company information
For more than 40 years, defense and security 

company Saab has been at the forefront of 

developing and delivering high-resolution 

imagery and navigation systems to armed 

forces and intelligence services organizations 

across the globe.  With the Vricon system, 

it provides Intelligence, Surveillance and 

Reconnaissance (ISR), training and simulation 

systems with new high-resolution geospatial  

3D capabilities. 

Saab Vricon Systems

Rapid access to accurate and realistic 3D maps
“Our goal is to provide customers rapid access to the most accurate and realistic 

3D maps of specific areas of interest anywhere in the world,” explains Manne 

Anliot, Director of Marketing and Sales for Saab Vricon Systems. “DigitalGlobe, 

having the world’s largest high resolution earth observation constellation and 

image library, is the ideal partner for us to best achieve that goal.” 

For more than 40 years, Saab has been at the forefront of developing and  

delivering high-resolution imagery and navigation systems to armed forces  

and intelligence services organizations across the globe. With the Vricon  

system, it provides Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR)  

systems and training and simulation platforms with new high-resolution  

geospatial 3D capabilities.

DigitalGlobe helps minimize risk
Until now, there was a certain degree of risk when collecting data over inac-

cessible areas such as conflict zones. At times, it was not even possible. Image 

gathering required the use of manned aircraft or UAVs flying at altitudes of 1,500 

to 10,000 feet. In the case of no-fly zones, data collection was simply not an 

option. DigitalGlobe satellite imagery dramatically reduces the need for collec-

tion methods that potentially put personnel in harm’s way.

“Satellite imagery allows us to extend the Vricon system to all regions of the 

world,” Anliot says. “This capability allows military personnel, first responders, 

and other end-users to obtain the highest-quality geospatial 3D data anywhere 

with or without manned aircraft or a physical presence on the ground.”

Worldwide rapid 3D mapping from Saab & DigitalGlobe
For more than 75 years Saab has demonstrated leadership in innovation. From jet fighters to surveillance 
radar systems, missiles, marine electronics, and traffic and communications systems, Saab is well-recognized 
for its many technological and scientific breakthroughs. And now, in partnership with DigitalGlobe, its Vricon 
system is revolutionizing the delivery of mission-critical, photo-realistic, high resolution geospatial 3D data  
to customers worldwide.
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Challenge
Provide first responders rapid access to highly-accurate,  

photo-realistic 3D maps of specific areas of interest anywhere  

in the world.

Solution
Vricon Satellite Data Services, a partnership between Saab, the 

world’s leader in high-res 3D data production, and DigitalGlobe,  

with the world’s largest commercial earth imaging constellation.

Results
First responders around the world now have rapid access to  

high quality, high resolution geospatial data to help accomplish  

their missions. 

Saab Vricon Systems

A rapid two-step process
The Vricon Satellite Data Service deploys a two-step process to produce its 

high-resolution 3D maps. First, DigitalGlobe satellite imagery is either specifi-

cally tasked for the job or gathered from its extensive archive. It is then rapidly 

processed into high-resolution 3D data using proprietary technology that does 

not require a ground presence or preprocessed height modules. DigitalGlobe 

gives Vricon customers access to billions of square kilometers of imagery.

“The ability to integrate DigitalGlobe satellite imagery into the Vricon solution 

allows us to provide customers access to high-resolution 3D mapping data 

within days, anywhere in the world,” Anliot says.

A variety of applications
The availability of large-area high-resolution geospatial 3D data based on 

DigitalGlobe satellite imagery allows customers to deploy the Vricon solution 

in a variety of applications, including command & control (C2), ISR, situational 

awareness, mission rehearsal and planning, post mission reviews, and training 

and simulation, among others.

In addition, Vricon’s unique ability to combine data from multiple satellites  

over a period of time gives customers a highly flexible, highly accurate change 

detection solution.

Looking ahead, the technology applies to energy-producing industries and 

telecommunications, to name a few.

“It is the perfect partnership. The world’s leading commercial satellite 
constellation and imagery archive, combined with the world’s leading system 
for high-resolution 3D data production, is poised to provide first responders 
around the world rapid access to the highest quality geospatial data to help 
accomplish their missions.”
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