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Protecting the natural environment and resources
The Greek Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change is charged with 

protecting the country’s natural environment and resources, improving quality 

of life, mitigating climate change, and enhancing mechanisms and institutions 

for environmental governance. Adhering to building codes and regulations is also 

part of their responsibility.

Tracking illegal structures
Home to 17 UNESCO World Heritage Sites, Greece is a treasure trove of history. As 

such, the country takes building codes seriously, but monitoring illegal structures 

as well as structures that do not conform to previously-issued building permits 

is no easy task. The Ministry of Environment turned to WorldView Global Alliance 

reseller TotalView for help.

Athens-based TotalView is a geo-information company. TotalView’s clients 

include the country’s largest network of utilities, public authorities, academic 

institutions, and construction and archeological fi rms that depend on TotalView 

for photogrammetry projects, remote sensing, and GIS solutions.

“Preserving the country’s architectural integrity, and not just in the historic areas, 

is a high priority for the Ministry of Environment,” says Vana Giavi, TotalView’s 

Managing Director. “We began the project about one year ago in a pilot program 

on the islands of Mykonos, Santorini, Paros and Antiparos, and we are now 

expanding into Athens and beyond.”

Company information
Athens-based TotalView, a WorldView Global 

Alliance authorized reseller for three years, 

combines leading technologies with deep 

fi eld experience and signifi cant scientifi c 

training to provide a large network of utilities, 

public authorities, academic institutions, and 

construction and archeological fi rms with 

expert photogrammetry projects, remote 

sensing, and GIS solutions. 

DigitalGlobe imagery helps enforce property rights in Greece
Known widely as the Cradle of Civilization and the Birthplace of Democracy, the history and legacy of Greece 
is unrivaled. From Thessaloniki in the north, to the sprawling capital city of Athens, to the historic island of 
Santorini, the country is fi lled with some of the world’s most familiar ancient architecture and landmarks, 
treasures that need to be protected.

www.totalview.gr
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Worldview-2 historic archives an ideal solution

A recently passed Greek law strengthens the penalties for building code violations. 

Proving a violation and determining penalties is a lengthy and complex process, 

depending on the year of construction, when permits were issued and changes 

to a structure’s footprint over the years. The availability of historic data and the 

ability to demonstrate change over time is critical to proving violations. 

“The combination of WorldView-2’s high resolution and high accuracy and the 

depth of the image library have become invaluable to the process,” says Giavi. 

Historic data key to ministry’s eff orts
The ability to identify, track, and determine precisely when a structure has been 

altered is at the core of the Ministry’s eff orts to pinpoint illegally built structures 

and structures that have been illegally modifi ed. In many cases, local citizens play an 

active role in the process, reporting potential violations to the Ministry. Depending 

on the severity and validity of the complaint, the Ministry opens an investigation 

and accesses the DigitalGlobe archive in conjunction with the structure’s building 

permit history. With today’s fi nancial and human resource constraints, the Ministry 

must be able to quickly and cost-eff ectively determine if the violation is legitimate.

“Given the fi nancial environment across the European Union, government 
agencies need to be more expedient and cost effi  cient than ever before. 
WorldView-2 and the DigitalGlobe image archive are ideally suited to the task 
in this environment. It is the only satellite image archive that goes back far 
enough to adequately track if a permit has been violated. The accuracy and 
resolution of the imagery helps Ministry offi  cials to quickly determine the 
severity of the violation and levy the appropriate fi ne.” 

VA N A GIAVI ,  MANAGING DIRECTOR, TOTALVIEW 

Challenge
Develop a rapid and cost-effi  cient methodology to enable the Greek 

Ministry of Environment to identify and investigate structures that 

violate stringent building codes and requirements.

Solution
TotalView employed WorldView-2 high-resolution satellite imagery 

and the DigitalGlobe accurate and extensive image archive to identify 

illegal structures.

Results
In an austere economic climate, DigitalGlobe is enabling the Greek 

Ministry of Environment to rapidly and cost-eff ectively investigate citizen 

complaints and successfully levy the appropriate penalties and fi nes. 

www.totalview.gr

www.euspaceimaging.com

www.worldviewglobalalliance.com


